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Chapel Hill Community Art Project uses clothing to tell stories

BY DEBORAH R. MEYER

When the request went out last year for
artists to submit ideas to be considered
for the town of Chapel Hill’'s 2012
Community Art Project, Chapel Hill
artist Jan-Ru Wan responded, prompted
by the confluence of recent events in
her life.

Wan, who was born in Taiwan, is an
assistant professor at N.C. State’s
College of Design. Textiles have long
been her medium, but they took on an
even more personal meaning when in F ¥ . I 1 1
the past three years she lost her The "Up Close and Personal" textile art work combines

maternal grandmother, who ran a shop hundreds of pieces of fabric, old clothing and other
that made mosquito netting, and her items contributed by local residents.
father, who was a government official
for 40 years. Story Tools
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She created a series of works about her

father and her relationship with him, :E Enla?r_ge Font F_'F' I?Dgcre_atse Font

using his shirts, which she had ironed as del.icio.us G Diggi

a young girl, as her theme.

She created another piece, “Things We If You Go A celebration “Up Close and Personal,”

Carry in Life,” that she made from her the Chapel Hill Community Art Project’s art and

grandmother’s clothing. artists, is scheduled for 3 p.m. May 23 at the
Robert and Pearl Seymour Center, 2551

“She had a stroke near the end of her Homestead Road. A Senior ReFashion Show

life, and I was thinking about what the featuring the project’s reconstituted clothing will

human mind is like when we get near be held at 5 p.m. May 30 at the Seymour Center

the end,” Wan said. “I feel like I am and at 6:30 p.m. May 31 at University Mall, 201

lucky to use these things to keep them S. Estes Dr.

forever by using them in the art.”

On top of those personal experiences More Community

linking art with aging, she happened = Mr. and Mrs. Seth Pomerantz

upon a scholarly article on how textile » DayBook

activity helps aging populations, and her

idea was born. = North Carolina Symphony plays free concert in

Southern Village
Wan’s Community Art Project, “Up

Close and Personal,” involves 200 cloth Advertisements
panels that she invited community

members to embellish with such things Most Popular

as fabric, parts of old clothing that

meant something to them, paint, e Stories

writing, sewing, and screen printing.
She then sewed the panels together to
create long banners.
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Last 24 Hours
“The materials and the cloth can tell

people a story and convey emotions e School board weighs alternative magnet school
more than words can express,” Wan options

said. e Mr. and Mrs. Seth Pomerantz

The textile installation that will hang e Creating a safer community

permanently at the Robert and Pearl

P High principala€™
Seymour Senior Center. Participants o Parents protest Orange High principalac™s

) . demotion
also created new clothing out of various
parts of old clothing. e Carrboro&€™s Roach named a Maddry Scholar
“We need more interaction with one Last 7 Days
another,” said Jeff York, Public and
Cultural Arts Administrator for the town e Drug smuggler? Victim of scholar envy? UNC
of Chapel Hill. “To me this project was prof in Argentine jail

about neighborliness.”
e Chapel Hill police seek public's help in finding
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The project kicked off in early January source of gunshots at apartments
when Wan gave a lecture at the

Seymour Center on “The Jouney of Re- e Mother says son kicked off school bus for

TP autism
materialization.” Then came workshops
where participants and Wan created the e Andrea Weigl: Chapel Hill woman selling
pieces. English clotted cream

e Former Chapel Hill mayor to lead new U.S.

"I look at clothes as a way to express
15-501 work group

myself,” Wan said. “Some clothes
make you weak, or powerful. Some go
back to your mother’'s hug. We always Last 24 Hours

have a memory of clothes.”
1. Sculptor turns rough stone into delicate

Lauren Diamond, who takes craft and work of religious art

exercises classes at the Center and

loves to sew, participated in making Last 7 Days

panels and used her aunt’s dress and

her mother’s apron to create re- 1. Documentary film explores life of an
fashioned clothing. artist with bipolar disorder

“My aunt is in a coma now and my 2. Woman fataIIy shot outside Chapel Hill
mother has passed away. I remember school

them wearing these things,” she said. 3. Judge orders man held without bail after
“My mom was the greatest cook and Chapel Hill school shooting

baker. The apron reminds me of her.”
4. Carrboro Family Dollar decision delayed

Artist and dancing storyteller Jody again
Cassell heard Wan'’s lecture at the
Center and immediately connected with
her and her work.

5. Lon Ussery, Jr.

"I recently lost my father and am using

this piece as an inspiration to create a

costume for my dancing storytelling

about opening my heart to him in his time of decline,” Cassell said.

Janine LeBlanc has known Wan for years and relished the idea of working with her. An artist, LeBlanc is
also a textile consultant to the Gregg Museum.

“What I liked about this project was learning a different way of thinking of objects,” she said. "What I do
at the Gregg is catalog objects and do some conservational stitching. But what I was doing in this project
was totally opposite; I was taking apart and turning things upside down. It helped me free up my
thinking. There were no set boundaries.”

Textile artist Kimberley Cartwright employed her raw-edge appliqué technique on panels. Wan shared all
of her collected textiles with participants.

“Whatever she has she makes it available for you,” Cartwright said. “I was transformed. I feel a little bit
freer now when I do my work.”

Wan said every single step of this process was a big surprise for her.

“Each stitch and decoration depended on community,” she said. “Every little panel brings me to tears. It
is truly a community work and a community voice.”

“Up Close and Personal” is sponsored by the town of Chapel Hill’s Public Arts and Cultural Arts Office and
the Orange County Arts Commission, and supported by the Seymour Center and University Mall.

deborah.meyer@duke.edu

© Copyright 2012, The News & Observer Publishing Company
A subsidiary of The McClatchy Company

www.chapelhillnews.com/2012/05/08/v-print/71272 /chapel-hill-community-art-project.html 2/2



